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"et Communcatons Comoary 


“OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE CHURCH DOESN'T ALTO- 
MATICALLY MEAN AN EXPERT 
(N COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS. A 
MAN HAD BEEN ARRESTED 
WHO GAID THERE Was A 


YOU LIE YOU LIE LIKE A RUG! 
1 peal THE LOA! CAME 
JO ME INA DREAM! USED IT 7 
NAIL BOOMERBUTT AS MIRROR 
MAGTER*! THERE AIN'T NO 
SUCH THING IN REAL 
LiFe! 


“IN RETURN FOR THIS INFORMATION, SPIRITUAL 

PROTECTION FOR THIS MAN WAS GUARANTEE? 

WHAT DIP AMANCA EXPECT FROM ME-- ON 

EXORCIGM PERFORMED ON THE SPOT? Z 

FELT OUTOF PLACE AG THE INTERROGATION 
CONTINUED. © 


YOU MUST BELIEVE ME! 
TELL YOUR PRIEST 70 PUT 


INOR OO I BELIEVE IN ANY 
YOOD00 MUMBO-JUMBO, 


RIGHT NOW THOUGHT 7 
BELIEVE THERES AN 


ORGANIZATION OUT 
CALLED TELA. SORT 
1007 


E ARE THREE OR FOUR KNOWN INCIDENTS OF 7 
COMBUSTION IN HUMAN BENGS AYEAR, ACCORDING 70 Lipp 
I MEAN, THIS DOESN'T NECESSARILY HAVE ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH A GROUP CALLED THE LOA, WHICH 
MAY NOT EXIST... 


— | 

START WORKING ON THIS LOA 
THING. HAVE HER PATCH INTO 
ORACLE AND SEE WHAT NEWS 


* BESIDES MY DUTIES AS CHAPLAIN, 
CIVE TAKEN ON JHE INTERIM JOB.OF 


HE WAS A GOOD MAN; LINLIKE MANY. 
PSYCHOLOGISTS HE RESPECTED 


JUMMNY AND T HAVEN'T REALLY TALKED 

SINCE I CAMEOUT AND MOVED OUT OF 

THE HOUSE. LAURA-—THATIS MY Ex-- AND MAYBE THE TWO OF US 

SAYS TWWMY'S HAVING A HARD TIME THRASH IT ALLOUT. 
DEALING WITH IT. PROBLEMS AT 

SCHOOL; STUFF LIKE THAT. 


"_ HE'S FOUGHT THIS TOCTH AND NAIL, 


Ht ON THE PHONE, DOESNT 
Xo 


\, 


LOOK, IT TOOK 
ME A LONG TIME TO 
COME TO GRIPS WITH 
WHAT I AM. I HAVE AND 
I'M HAPPY WITH THAT. 
BUT Hels My K/PY I 
iT WANT 


WHATEVER THE KID 
HAS 10 SAY, SOLONG AS 
IT6 THE TRUTH, Gives You 
]GOMETHING TO WORK FROM, 
MITCH, SURE, ITS A RISK-- 
BUT CONSIDER WHAT 
MIGHT HAPPEN IF YOu 


THEN TO HELL 
WITH HEALING, 
FATHER! 


V/4/4 
LLL E 


WHICH MAKES HIM we 


“VERTIGO'S HOMELAND HAG A RICH CATHOLIC TRADITION PRED GPOSED 
CONFIDE IN MB, THE COUNT HAS BEEN DIRGNOBED AS A MANIC/DEPRESSIVE ANC, (NOUR MOST 
RECENT SBEBION, WAG MOST COGENT IF A IITTLE LETHARGIC 


MY FAMILY WAS ONE OF 
THE LASTOF THE GREAT 


ARISTOCRATIC FAMILIE: 
OF EUROPE AND HAD A 


Z Wilt BEGIN THESUDE 
TOWARDS DESPAIR 
AGAIN. < 


I ASKED T'SEE YOU, FATHER. 
TM: WORRIED ABOUT AMANDA, 


: on Z.DON'T USUALLY 
BELLEREVES MeviCAL WK TO ROUND COLLARS 
FACILITIES SINCE THE 2.1 WAS RAISED BAPTIST. BL 
EATHOF KARIN GRACES | 5 ; i KNOW YOU'REA'GCOP 

‘e§ AN? AGOCP COUNSELOR, 


y.| 


ot fame? 


“THE ANGER IN HER |S CONGEALING 
INTO HATE. THAT HATE WILL KILL 


HER, YOU MARK MY WORDS! 


I'M CONCERNED. 


NO, THEY WON'T, BECAUSE T 

DON'T LET THEM. I NEVER 

LET Trem. I LOOK AT WHAT 
HAS 70 BEDONE AND 


| BUT IT’S FALSE. You Have 
EMOTIONS LIKE EVERY OTHER 
HUMAN BEING BUT YOU SUBL!- 
MATE THEM--AND THAT 
AFFECTS YOUR TUaS- 


DIRECTIVE, 
METHOD 'FAILEC AND-T 
THINK I KNOW WAY. 


YOU SYSTEMATICALLY SURROUND YOURSELF WITH PEOPLE 
WHO WILL ACT AG A NATURAL CHECK AND BALANCE TO YOu- 
LEGRIEVE DIP IT, NIGHTSHADE DID IT, FLAG DIC IT, AND 


By THE TIME THE JANUS: 
DIRECTIVE CAME AROUNT, MOST OF 
THEM WERE GONE. YOU WERE EMOTIONAL 

ON YOUR OWN=- AND YOU MADE SOME 


TLL THINK ON IT 
SOME. NOW, 'F YOU 
DONT MING 2ADRE-- 
IAM HIP DEEP IN 
PAPERWORK AND I 
WOULD LIKE O HAVE 


\\ 8eFoRE Jue MENT 
Dey. 


Whew! Back to monthly business. 
Let's see, where are we? The Janus 
Directive is over and as I write this, a 
day before the start of the baseball 
season, we have three chapters out 
‘und so far early word is encouraging. 
Which is fine. because as it happens, 
that four-parter has turned out to be 
my last major mission with the 
‘Squad. 

And this, alas, is the last hands-on 
issue where I will be the editor. Begin- 
ning in April Ihave assumed the title 
and responsibilities of the Editorial 
Coordinator and that means I haveto 
give up my current slate of titles, 
including this, my baby. When the 
title became available, however, Dan 
Raspler stepped in to volunteer. He 
loves the series and feels he can make 
a significant contribution. He has 
been conferring with Jobn and Kim, 
refining the direction of theseries and 
the stories I put into motion and 
coming up with ideas of his own. It'll 
be a few months until his influence is 
keenly felt, around #36 if all goes well, 
so give the guy a chance. 

But you won't be rid of me entirely. 
No sir. Dan has asked me to stay on 
and handle these pages 80 we will 
continue to chat on a regular basis, 
which_is fine by me. And now, on to 
issue #25: . 


reflection of what tas peobelis bier 
pened numerous times in history; but 

for each minister who betrays a 
woman as Shrike was, there are 
dozens upon multiplied: dozens, who 
conduct themselves honorably and 


sizing the perilous 
repeat performance fHat could poten- 


tially wipe out the: Suicide Squad itself 

ike jected to any formof 
stressful. hysteria-invoking situation 
while on a missi¢ 

Father Craemer’ ponse on page 
8 panel 2 to Shrike’s innocent-like 
faith in the Lord placing her in the 
‘Squad was both humorous as well as 
serving to amplify the potential 
danger to having her in the Squad. 
Her-demise on pages 18 and 19 not 
only solved this potential problem, 
but also tastefully depicted her death 
in sacrificing herself for others, as did 
her-Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Thank you for putting this tortured 
soul to rest. Were this a real life story I 
would expect to meet Shrikein heaven 
when I go to my reward. 

I liked ‘the way she gave her life 
oot so the Sister Agnes Martinon 

carry on God's work in 
Cptene ‘realistic portrayal of 
someone who really loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ, doing what he said in 
John 15:13. 

While Shrike’s’ death was believ- 
able, some of the rest of the storyline 
seemed a bit rushed. Specifically, the 
hearings sequence could have been 
stretched out over another issue or 
two. It. was\a great twist to open the 
story with a video replay of the event 
being run at Checkmate head- 


quarters. 

The Wall has indeed set herself up 
for a fall as noted on page 3 panel 5. 
That was a great performance on 
page 4 panel 2, plus page 5, panel 3 
regarding the new boss, J. Danfield 
Kale. Boomerang’s response was 


great. 

Waller's best shot was a classic as 
Nightshade's identity was revealed to 
‘Senator Eden. Her response was quite 
in character and | expect hertoreturn 
with a vengeance. The cover mademe 
dig right into this issue. I knew 
Duchess was out of place on the cover. 

Daryl Holloman 
PO Box 3505 
Jasper, AL 35502-3505 


Dear Bob and Suiciders, 

Am I the only one to mourn Shrike’s 
passing? Even though I knew since 
last isaue that she'd be the one to bite 
it, I still wish the Lord would've taken 
that irritating Punch instead. 

characters are few and far 
between in comics, whether they are 
sincere but fanatical like Shrike, or 
sincere and dedicated like Father 


Craemer, Sister Martinon or Eve 
Eden. (I loved the scene on page 15 
with Nightshade’s rescue of the sister. 
‘This gives a whole new meaning to 
the words, “Angel of Darkness.”) In 
the brief time that we readers got to 
know this weird character, I thought 
‘Shrike was interesting enough for her 
tragic life and death to be quite touch- 
ing, a good sign of the excellent writ- 
ing to be found in this book. 

Last issue Amanda was up against 
a wall herself, 80 I almost jumped up 
and cheered when she came through 
the congressional hearing with flying 
colors! Applause, applause! You've 
got your third year off to an explosive 
start, and you ain't even stopped for 
gas! The Duchess was also lookin’ 
good this issue, and I'd love to see 
Nightshade in her own mini-series 
(that goes for the Bronze Tiger-Vixen 
team, too). The rest of the cast, the 
villains, is the most colorful one in 
this book yet. Their attempted mutiny 
makes the reader wonder if this could 
happen again. Thankfully, the cover 
was only a fantasy. In spite of that, it 
‘was great to see the team pull off a 
successful mission and’ rescue the 
pe when I remember'the loss of 

Zoya Trigorin back in Russia. 

‘I miss Luke McDonnell, but Karl 
Kesel’s inks on Grant Miehm’s break- 
downs were eyeopening! ‘I'm still 
finding wonderful little details on the 
pages of “Sea of Troubles.” If this isa 
sign of good things to:come, I'm with 
you. 

Neil Ahlquist 

1100 Washington St. NE Apt. #2 
‘Minneapolis, MN 55413 

It’s time for another update of 
what's going on with the cast outside 
of this book, so you can look forward 
to fun times. A Nightshade mini has 
been under discussion since we de- 
cided to have her quit. All we're wait- 
ing for now is the written proposal 
from Kim Yale and then we'll be off 
an running. Vixen was recently in 
ANIMAL MAN *10-12 and a Bronze 
Tiger Secret Origin is in the works for 
later this year, written by yours truly. 


Dear Bob, 

Although this has always been one 
of my favorite books, the last few 
issues have not been as good as the 
earlier ones. That’s mostly because 
John is such a goad writer that the 
characters he wrote took on a person- 


ality of their own and began to move 


Now John has.a newteam to play 
with and I'm sure the same thing will 
happen. John will get us into their 
heads and before long the characters 
will do what they want and not what 
Jobn wants. He's chosen some fasci- 


With Shrike dying and Nightshade 
‘quitting in the same issue, you might 
say that the Squad has'lost its soul. 
And-as we see this issue, Father 
Craemer is trying to find a shred of 
soul to build upon. 


Hey, Bob, 

SUICIDE SQUAD was the best 
issue to date of this always excellent 
title. 

Q's writing was even better this 
time around than it usually is, and 
that’s saying quite a lot. I think The 


the Squad, is there any chance of her 
receiving an Ostrander or Ostrander/ 
Yale mini-series? 

As far as the artwork goes, the word 
that immediately: springs to mind is 

stunning.” 

Thave seen Grant Miehm’s artwork 
elsewhere and, while’ nice, it never 
looks as intricate noras polished as it 
did this issue. I suppose we have Karl 
Kesel to thank for the striking fin- 
ished interior visuals, as well as the 
stunning cover of his this time 
around: 

So thank you, Kari, for all your 
excellent work. And, if it means any- 
thing at all to you, I think you're the 
absolute best inker in the industry. 

Uncle Elvis 
17650 Dawson Road 
Daweon Springs, KY 42408 


Dear Bob, 

Well, all right! I've been waiting for 
two years for someone to stick it to 
Amanda Waller, and at last, it's hap- 
pened! As much as I value hercharac- 
ter's complexity, this is a woman who 


resonance of sympathy her tragic 


past once gave it. While I realize she’s 
an integral part of this book and is 
likely to be around for quite a while, 1 


situation. Count Vertigo makes a 
great sleazy character, and I would 
like to see him and Captain Boomer- 
ang “l buddy up” and cause a comme. 


one of the few members with a con- 
science, and her presence and good- 
ness will be missed..I hope Vixen can 


been too long on the back burner and I 


hope to see it resolved or continued 
very soon. The Janus Directive 
sounds intriguing indeed, and this 
issue insinuates that Amanda is not 
the woman she seems to be these days. 
‘she really is an imposter, the Squad 
is in for a really rough time and I for 
‘one can't wait to see how they handle 
@ bogus Amanda Waller. 


dim Kelly 
20 Randall Avenue Apt. 1W 
Freeport, NY 11520 


was the best issue the 


iller; he really is great. The action, 
scenes were also wonderfully done. 
The destruction and the Shrike’s 
death were the strong points of the 


itself. The only little complaint was 
not seeing Punch and Jewelee use 
their powers. I really like the charac 
ters, but I wish they had used their 
powers. I also hope you bring back 
Nightshade; she was my favorite 
‘Squad member and her powers were a 
great asset to the team. 

Possible guest stars could include 
Black Guard, Jinx, and Silver Shade. 
You might want to include another 
hero since I doubt that Vixen and 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


An important diplomat is aboard a 
plane that has crashlanded in the 
Mideast. He has to be brought out 


what you think. 
And meantime, fans of Grant 
Miehm’s work can look for his i 


